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East, West Fronts Link Up; 


5th Enters Lib 





THE 15TH ARMY GROUP, April 27—A 5th Army task 
force rolled into Genoa today, culminating a speedy 44-mile drive up 
the Ligurian coast from La Spezia in less than three days to reach the 
which once controlled most of the Mediterranean. 

Units of the 473rd Infantry, the 442nd Infantry and elements of 
the 92nd Division broke into the great seaport this morning. Italian 
Partisans previously captured a large part of the seaport. The con- 
dition of the port and its facilities had not been determined tonight. 

Meanwhile, on the main Italian front, troops of the 5th Army 
oiled over the Po plains today, maintaining a furious pace which by- 

kets of isolated Germans and pushed on toward complete 
control of the vast Po Valley. While units of the British 8th Army 


3rd Crosses Austrian Border; 
Red Army Captures Potsdam 


historical seaport 


consolidated their positions 

“ ” 
guth of the “Venetian Line 
along the Adige River, an 
American spearhead swept 
into the important city of 
Piacenza, 35 miles northwest 
of captured Parma and the 
game distance southeast of 
the great industrial city of 
Milan. 

Piacenza, in the direct path of 
Sth Army forces racing along High- 
way 9, controls the last possible 
ecape routes for any Germans 
suth of Genoa who wege attempt- 
ing to flee through the hills to the 
northwest. 

In the north, mopping-up forces 
were clearing captured Verona of 
the enemy. Southwest of the vital 
communications and supply center 
vhich guards one of the approaches 
to the Brenner Pass, additional 5th 
Amy columns captured Vigasio and 
Valeggio, the latter just south of 
lake Garda. 

Two other main routes to the 
Brenner Pass lay beyond these for- 
tes—Highway 45, which plunges into 
the mountains east of Brescia and 
mns along the west shore of Lake 
Garda, and Highway 42, running 
_ from Bergamo, farther to the 


On the right flank of the 5th 
Amy front, troops of the 91st: Di- 
vaion unleashed a flanking action 
against the Nazis’ Adige River line. 

ey captured » on the 
Adige, 12 miles northeast of the Po 
Crossing at Ostiglia, and also bagged 
Cerea, west of Legnago. The Adige 
Line is ‘ianlly beyond the river, 
trom Cavarzere through 
Monselica to Montebello. 

One hundred Krauts were added 

ever-growing German cas- 
laity list at Leenago. In a fight at 
the Yanks grabbed many 
Wisoners and an enemy supply 
(Contin 
ued on page 8) 





erated Genoa 





The west and east fronts have been joined, it was announced late 
yesterday simultaneously by President Truman, Prime Minister 
Churchill and Marshal Stalin in Washington, London and Moscow. 

The historic linkup, for which the world has been waiting for the 
past few days, took place Thursday at 4 PM, according to a special 
communique sent to the heads of the American and British Govern- 
ments by Supreme Allied Commander General Dwight D. Eisenhower. 

The meeting took place between ground forces of the U. S. Ist 
Army, commanded by General Courtney H. Hodges, and the Ist Ukrain- 
ian Armies, commanded by Marshal Ivan S. Koniey. The place was 
Torgau, on the Elbe River, northwest of Dresden. Torgeau was cap- 
tured Thursday by Koniev’s forces. First contacts between patrols 








SHAEF, April 27—Rapidly mov- 
ing columns of the U. S. 3rd Army 
have crossed the Austrian border at 
two points in the vicinity of Passau, 
and tonight are knocking aside only 
scattered resistance 45 miles west of 
the Austrian city of Linz. 

The four-day-old offensive 
showed no signs of slowing up as 
it crashed into the outer edges of 
the Nazis’ southern “redoubt” area 
against only small-arms opposition. 

In north Germany, the British 
2nd Army, holding the center and 
dock areas of Bremen, had smashed 
all resistance in the port city ex- 
cept in the northern Burger Park 
section and in a few underground 
air raid shelters. The Bremen gar- 
rison commander was captured and 
official announcement of the city’s 
fall was expected shortly. 

West of Berlin, the Canadian Ist 
Army, after days of violent com- 
bat broke the German defense lines 
on the Kusten Canal and were 
practicaliy within sight of Olden- 


burg. 

The 3rd Army’s drive, however, 
held the spotlight. The 1lth Ar- 
mored Division, spearheading the 
drive, was only 60 miles north of 
Salzburg, a key city of the “re- 
doubt” area, and less than 80 miles 
north of Berchtesgaden, Adolf Hit- 
ler’s Alpine resort. 

Passau, the German town near 
which the German, Austrian and 
Czechoslovakian borders join, was 
by-passed by the columns which had 
followed the Czech border south- 
eastward into Austria. The first} 
crossing, made at 6 PM yesterday, 





(Continued on page 8) 





Drive Of 5th Army Troops 
Nets 60 Miles In Five Days 





By Sgt. STAN SWINTON 


: Ty ® today, sweeping 


aacient city of Parma 
in veg ath-taking advance which 
all the way to Piacenza 
Ved the distance separating 

In fine ™™@Y from Milan. 
iced 2298: this virtually un- 
® mils W¥e has knifed more than 
j a. constantly acceler- 
have hen ®,,Key, towns and 
Mi ~ been liberated, includ- 


» Rubiera, Reggio Dell| pelled 


Santo 


. Fidenzs, lario, D’Enza, 


" Pontenure and 
e 


Scape routes for wun- 





hundreds of G 
“ds erma: 
from the Apennines Soval 


been interdicted. Only teday, 400 
briefcase - toting Krauts from a 
rear echelon administrative unit 
lumped into the fattening prisoner 


Combat- wise doughboys and 
tankers punched through enemy 
rearguards at virtually every village 
and city. The pattern of stiff local 
resistance at road hubs is reported 
over and over as the Germans fran- 
tically seek to keep escape routes 
open for ‘their fleeing’ comrades. 
The shoulders of this smooth maca- 
dam highway are littered with the 
skeletons of knocked-out self-pro- 


guns. 

Italian Patriots striking beyond 
the darting American column have 
played a significant role in assist- 
the infantry. They virtually 
cleaned out Modena alone, and 








Famed Ranger Sees 
Italian Action Again 


WITH THE 5TH ARMY, April 
27 — Col. William Darby, the 
famed commander of the Ist 
Ranger Battalion, is back in ac- 
tion on the Italian front as the 
commander of a task force of a 
division, it was revealed today. 

He stepped into the job while 
“visiting the front” on an undis- 
closed mission for the War De- 
partment. Col. Darby was handed 
a tin helmet—so the story goes— 
and told to take over. He did so 
promptly, leading a mobile task 
force from the Po to capture the 
airfield at Villa France, 14 miles 
north of Mantua. So speedy was 
the drive that a German fighter 
plane landed on the strip this 
morning still thinking it was a 
home base, according to Capt. 
Mark Reardon of New York City. 








Molotov Seeks Joint 
Frisco Chairmanship 


SAN FRANCISCO, April 27—As 
the World Security conference here 
moved out of the speech-making | 
and into the brass-tacks phase of | 
its work, the powerful Steering 
Committee—scheduled to meet at 
10:30 AM (Pacific War Time) to 
organize the order of business for 
later plenary sessions of the entire 
representation — had before it a 
Russian proposal that all plenary 
sessions, the Steering Committee 
itself, and the Executive Committee 
should have four joint chairmen, 
with each of the Big Four nations 
taking turns. 

The Russian proposal, made at a 
Stee ttee session last 
night by Vyacheslav M. Molotov, 
Rui&sia’s Foreign Commissar, came 
as a surprise to delegates, Army 
News Service reported. It had been 
expected that the permanent chair- 
manship would go to Edward R. 
— Jr., U. S. Secretary of 


Mr. Molotov’s proposal last night 
was that a four-power joint presi- 
dency, or permanent chairmanship, 
be established, with the U. S., 
Britain, Russia, and China each 
sending its principal delegate into 
the job in rotation. Such a plan 
would give the important post in 
turn to Mr. Stettinius; to Anthony 
Eden, British Foreign Secretary; to 
Mr. Molotov; and to Dr. T. V. 
Soong, China’s Foreign Minister. 

At this committee session, Mr. 
Eden h-? besun by proposing that 





(Continued on page 8) 


MOSCOW, April 27—The capture 
of Potsdam, probably the most sym- 
bolic citadel of the Prussian tradi- 
tion, was announced by Marshal 
Stalin in an Order of the Day to- 
night. The same order reported the 
taking of Spandau, largest suburb 
of Berlin, five miles to the north- 
west. 

Tonight’s Russian communique 
announced that Tempelhof Air- 
field in the southern part of the 
city had been captured. 

Potsdam, ten miles west of Berlin, 

was cleared while other Red Army 
tanks and assault troops were driv- 
ing for the hard core of resistance 
inside the center of the capital, 
making deep dents in the last de- 
fenses in the city’s heart. 

Still other Red Army units 
smashed 35 miles west of Berlin to 
capture Rathenau, the taking of 
which was announced by Marshal 
Stalin. To the north Marshal Kon- 
stantin Rokossovsky’s armies, 
sweeping west at a lightning pace 
after taking Stettin, captured An- 
germunde and Prenzlau, about 30 
miles west from Stettin. These vic- 
tories were announced in a second 
Order of the Day. 

Potsdam, a city of 136,000 popu- 
lation, is the Versailles of Berlin, 
the palace and park region. It was 
the birthplace of Frederick the 
Great and became the permanent 
home of all Prussian rulers and the 
permanent headquarters of their 
generals and officers. Kaiser Wil- 
helm had his palace there, and 
Adolf Hitler held the first meeting 


(Continued on page 8) 





+took place at 2:40 PM on 


Wednesday when a first lieu- 
tenanf*and three men of an 
intelligence and reconnais- 
sance platoon of an Ameri- 
can division met forward 
elements of a Soviet guards 
division. 

According to a French source, the 
U. S. 69th Division met the 58th 
Russian Guards Division. 

In dramatic messages to the 
troops of all the Allied armies, the 
chiefs of state of the Big Three 
hailed the meeting of American and 
Soviet troops in the heart of Ger- 
many and promised unremitting 
prosecution of the war for the utter 
smashing of Nazism and German 
militarism. 

The hour of final victory in Eu- 
rope is not yet here, Mr. Truman 
Said, but it draws near. He hailed 
the collaboration of the Allies on 
the battlefield as proof that the 
nations can live and work together. 
The linkup, he declared, was a 
greater tribute to the work and 
memory of Franklin D. Roosevelt 
than any words could express. 

Mr. Churchill spoke of the long 
and hard road the troops of both 
fronts have come for this merger 
of fronts. He called on all forces 
to march forward for the destruc- 
tion of all remnants of resistance, 
the subjugation of the enemy and 
the destruction of Hitler's regime. 

Marshal Stalin saluted the forces 
of the Red Army and all the Al- 
lied armies. He declared that the 
task and duty of all the Allies was 
to complete the job of de- 
feating the Germans until they sur- 
render unconditionally. 

The announcement of the linkup 
was made also on world-wide 
radio hookups. Mr. Truman’s mes- 
sage was read, and the voices of 
Mr. Churchill and Marshal Stalin 


(Continued on page 8) 





Same Old Story 
Gazing At Enemy-Held Hills 


- 5th Army 





WITH AMERICAN TROOPS IN 
VERONA, April 26 (Delayed) —Once 
again, at this point at least, the 
5th Army is looking up at enemy- 
held mountains. This time they are 
the foothills of the Alps. 

In five tremendous days since the 
fall of Bologna, the Po Valley had 
been cut in half, and the Brenner 
Pass gateway to Germany sealed off. 
All remaining German forces in the 
western Po are trapped. 

Men of a battalion commanded 
by Maj. Harold Ayres of New Or- 
leans, were the first to reach the 
outskirts of Verona after an all-day 
dash from the Po River. The spear- 
head rode atop tank destroyers and 
reconnaissance cars. The rest of the 
outfit marched 35 miles in 17 hours 
to support them. 

They smashed a road block on the 





(Continued on page 6) 


southern limits of the city just at 





By Set. JACK FOISTE 
Staff Correspondent 


dusk, and then set up a road block 
themselves, to catch German units 
which kept drifting toward the city, 
unaware that they were already cut 
off. 

Another unit entered the histori- 
cal communications city at dawn 
today to find a scene of destruction 
greater than that at Foggia, and as 
complete as Messina. 

The railroad station and marshall- 
ing yards, through which ran almost 
all train traffic between the one- 
time Axis partners, is today a mas- 
sive cratered junkyard. Verona citi- 
zens said that the last train to 
Germany left the station about 45 
days ago. 

While bomb damage to the city 
itself is severe, including a direct hit 
on the 200-year-old municipio, it 
was the blasting of the seven bridges 


(Continued on page 8) 
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Prosecufor To Ask 
Mercy For Petain 
On Treason Charge 


PARIS, April 27—With Marshal 
Henri Philippe Petain back on 
French soil, this time under arrest 
instead of as head of a Nazi-like 
corporate state, the question of 
whether the death sentence would 
be asked at his trial was answered 
here today. State Prosecutor Andre 
Mornet told the Associated Press 
that he would recommend clem- 
ency for the 89-year-old marshal, 
even though “he deserves death.” 

Petain’s trial will take place on 
May 17, the date fixed originally 
for his trial by proxy, according 
to Mornet, who will be in charge 
of the case. 

When Petain yesterday entered 
from the Swiss town of Vallorbe 
into the French town of La Ferri- 
ere-sous-Joigne by motor car, an 
official party was waiting to take 
him into custody on charges of high 
treason. 

Gen. Pierre Joseph Koenig, Mili- 
tary Governor of Paris, formerly 
an intimate friend of the marshal’s, 
was in the party. Petain smiled 
warmly, and advanced toward Koe- 
nig with outstretched hand, accord- 
ing to Reuter’s, but the latter re- 
fused to shake the marshal’s hand. 


SYMBOL OF DISGRACE 


A detachment of _ republican 
guards was lined up at attention, 
but with arms reversed—symbol of 
military disgrace. 

Petain arrived in Paris today, the 
French news agency said. It added 
that he was detained in Fort Mont 
Rouge. 

A triple police guard has been 
placed on all approaches to the fort, 
which is*surrounded by a high wall. 
Petain in moving him from the 
execution courtyard. He asked for a 
portrait of Gen. Charles de Gaulle 
to hang on the wall, according to 
Reuter’s. 

Left-wing and resistance papers 
denounced the consideration shown 
Petain in moving him from the 
Swiss border. There were objections 
to the first class sleeping car in 
which he traveled to Paris. “As if a 
prison van would not have sufficed,” 
said one paper. 








RECEIVED AT DAWN 


PARIS, April 27 (AP) —A bare, 
severely furnished little room in a 
school for policemen received Mar- 
shal Henri Philippe Petain at dawn 
today when he was returned to 
Paris to face trial for treason. His 
wife accompanied him. 

Petain’s first request was for a 
picture of General Charles de 
Gaulle to hang on the walls of what 
amounts to a cell. 

Policemen gaped, but immediately 
borrowed a photograph from a 
young lieutenant. Petain is incar- 
cerated in the grim, grey fort of 
Mont Rouge on the outskirts of 
Paris, which is both a gendarmes 
barracks and a school for recruits. 
oe be held there until after his 

al. 

His wife is remaining with him. 
There are 15 armed guards in the 
corridor outside his “cell” and on 
the staircase. The grounds were 
heavily patrolled. 

Petain wore a plain black suit 
without decoration—even the em- 
blem he invented, the double axe, 
was missing from lapel. He ap- 
pease in excellent health despite 

is 89 years. 


Dittmar, War Analyst 
For Nazis, Is Prisoner 


SHAEFP, April 27--Lt. Gen. Kurt 
Dittmar, German radio commenta- 
tor who was regarded as a propa- 
ganda spokesman for the German 
High Command, has been captured 
by Canadian troops on the west 
front, BBC reported today. 

Dittmar’s military analyses, 
broadcast regularly from Berlin, 
were considered among the more 
realistic reports given to the Ger- 
man people. In recent months, 
when the Nazis were absorbing de- 
feat after crushing defeat, Dittmar 
told as much of the truth as a Nazi 
commentator could. 

But he always followed the line 
laid down by Paul Joseph Goebbels. 
Even when he was most honest, 
Dittmar constantly drew the Goeb- 
bels’ moral from his analysis—that 
the only way out for the Germans 
was to die resisting. 





Nazi Suicide 
LONDON, April 27 — General 
Panke, commander of all Nazi SS 
troops in Denmark. has committed 
suicide, the Luxembourg radio re- 
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Yank, Soviet Soldiers Met 
At Girder Of Blown Bridge 





WITH THE U. S. 69TH INFAN- 
TRY AT TORGAU, April 25 (De- 
layed)—An infantry officer of the 
69th Division of the U. S. Ist Army 
and a Russian Army private 
squirmed across the girder of a 
blown bridge today to unite the 
east and west fronts, Associated 
Press correspondent Don White- 
head reported. 


back and shook hands to seal the 
historic meeting. 

“Put her there,” said Lt. William 
Robertson of Los Angeles as the 
two met over the Elbe River. 

Two other contacts with the Rus- 


‘sians were made at almost the same 


time by other members of the 69th 
Division. 
To prove he had met the Rus- 
sians, Lieutenant Robertson brought 
back to his headquarters a Russian 
major, a captain, a MNeutenant and 
a private. 
In the celebration that followed 
the junction, each side took turns 
in making speeches. 
“This is a great day with the 
meeting of two nations,” declared 
Major Apaphim Larionov, an offi- 
cer of the Russian 58th Guards Di- 
vision which made the contact with 
the U. S. 69th. “We hope this will 
be the basis for peace in the world 
to come.” 

—_0-—-— 

A BBC correspondent, describ- 
ing other meeti said the Rus- 
sians threw their arms around 
the Yanks and kissed them. Some 
of the Russians shot off flares in 
a fireworks celebration of the 
meeting. 

The BBC said U. S. soldiers of 
Polish descent were acting as in- 
terpreters. , 


A Paris radio announcement of 
the linkup almost an hour before 
the news was released simultan- 
eously in Washington, London and 
Moscow will be investigated, the 
head of the British censorship said, 
the Associated Press reported. He 
added that news of high security 
value had been prematurely released 
by the Paris radio several times in 
the past and said that the matter 
will “be taken up strongly” with 
SHAEF. 

—_0-——_ 


Here are the statements of 
President Truman, Prime Minis- 
ter Churchill and Premier Stalin 
issued after announcement of 
the link-up 

President Truman—“This is not 
the hour of final victory in Eu- 
rope, but the day draws near for 
which all the American, British 
and Soviet peoples have toiled 
and prayed so long. The suc- 
cesses of the common Allied front 
against German tyranny and in- 
humanity make certain that noth- 
ing will divide or weaken the 
common purpose—the final tri- 
umph over Germany. 

“Nations which can plan and 
fight together shoulder to 
shoulder in face of such ob- 
stacles of distance and language 
as we have overcome, can live to- 
gether, can work together in the 
common labor of organizing peace 





ported today. 


in the world.” 


They pounded each other on the}- 





Prime Minister Churchill—“Af- 
ter the long journey’s toils and 
victories, across land and oceans, 
across so many deadly battle- 
fields, armies of the great Allies 
have traversed Germany and 
have joined hands together. Now 
their task will be the destruction 
of all remnants of German mili- 
tary resistance, rooting out of 
Nazi power and the subjugation of 
Hitler’s Reich. For these purposes, 
ample forces are available and 
we meet in true and victorious 
comradeship and with inflexible 
resolve to fulfill our purpose and 
our duty. Let all march forward 
upon the foe.” 

Marshal Stalin—“Victorious ar- 
mies of the Allied powers, during 
the war of liberation in Europe, 
have routed German troops and 
linked up on territory of Ger- 
many. Our task and our duty 
are to complete the destruction 
of the enemy, to force him to lay 
down his arms and to surrender 
unconditionally. The Red Army 
will fulfill to the end this task 
and its duty to our people and 
to all freedom loving people.” 

— 


In Washington the historic merger 
of fronts was made public by White 
House press secretary, Jonathan 
Daniels, during a news conference. 

—o——_ 


The little Elbe city of Torgau, 
where yesterday the east and west 
met, a figures in efforts to 
crush Prussian militarism. 

In 1760—185 years ago—one of 
the five allies seeking to destroy 
the Prussian military machine of 
that day enc’ -'ntered the armies 
of Frederick the Great on the 
city’s outskirts for one of the de- 
cisive battles of the Seven Years’ 


War. 

Russia was one of the five al- 
lies in that war, the others being 
Austria, France, Sweden and Sax- 


ony. 

Although Frederick the Great 
won the Battle of Torgau, he lost 
so many troops he was never 

able to win a battle. 

Torgau, with a prewar popula- 
tion of 17,900, is situated on the 
west bank of the Elbe, 30 miles 
northeast of Leipzig and 60 miles 
south of Berlin. A medieval fort 
stands on an island in the Elbe 
opposite the city. 

The city also figured in the 
Protestant Reformation of the 
16th Century. Martin Luther and 
his friends in 1530 drew up there 
the Torgau articles which became 
the basis of the Augsburg Con- 
fession—the most important state- 
ment of Protestant belief of that 
time. 

—o—— 


When the Red Army in the east 
and the Allies in the west first 
began combined operations, 3.000 
miles of land plus the English 
Channel separated the two fronts. 

The U. S. forces crossed the chan- 
nel and advanced 1,000 miles by 
road over France and Germany to 
effect the meeting. The Russians 
traveled a somewhat longer dis- 
tance from Stalingrad where they 
turned the Nazi tide. 














They'll Greet Ivan 
With Hut - Sut Song 


PARIS, April 27 — The Paris 
edition of The Stars and Stripes, 
which usually prints a one-line 
French or German lesson near the 
the top of page one, yesterday 
carried its first lesson in Russian. 

The phrase, a welcome to Soviet 
soldiers, was: “Raht puz nakavw 
med sa,” or “Glad to know you!” 


Yanks Take Ridge 
Near Okinawa Port 


GUAM, April 27 — High ground 
above Naha, Okinawa’s chief port, 
has been won by 10th Army infan- 
trymen in new gains, Admiral 
—— W. Nimitz announced to- 

ay. 

The Yanks assaulting the south- 
ern defenses shielding Naha cap- 
tured the bitterly-contested Saw- 
tooth Ridge, highest point on the 
island, and wedged deeply into the 
enemy’s line less than a mile from 
the inland capital ef Shuri. United 
Press repo! A 

Meanwhile, Tokyo spoke of new 
American landings on the north- 
west coast in the vicinity of Mina- 
tagawa, on Motobu Peninsula, where 
some Japanese pockets were still 
holding out. The landings were not 
confirmed by Admiral Nimitz. They 
would speed the opening of Unten 
Harbor, off the peninsula. 

The capture of bloody Sawtooth 
Ridge may prove a turning point 
in the drive to break the “little 
Siegfried Line” in front of Naha 
and Shuri. Two of the last three 
airfields on the island are now al- 
most within the Americans’ oop. 

The Japanese, trying desperately 
to strike crippling blows at the 
invasion fleet, are using rocket 
bombs launched from planes and 
piloted by suicidal airmen, Admiral 
Nimitz said. 

The rocket bombs have a wing 

n of about 16 feet, and are more 

an 19 feet long. The explosive is 
carried in the nose. They swoop 
accurately toward their targets at 
high speed, 


MATAF Planes Attack 
Transport In Po Valley 














MAAF HEADQUARTERS, April 
27—Though hampered by bad wea- 
ther, yesterday, MATAF sent more 
than 1,100 planes over northern 
Italy to destroy or damage 867 ve- 
hicles, 144 rail cars and 114 enemy- 
occupied buildings. 

MATAF planes flew over wide 
areas of the Po Valley, from Turin to 
Venice, striking at river crossings, 
road and rail bridges, transporta- 
tion and German supplies and gun 
positions. 

North of Fiume, in Yugoslavia, 
Balkan Air Force planes bombed 
and strafed enemy defenses facing 
Marshal Tito’s forces. 

More than 2,200 sorties were flown 
by MAAF aircraft yesterday. Twelve 
of our planes are reported missing. 





Partisans Assuning 
Control Of N. tah 
Through Wide Are 


ROME, April 27 — 4 py 
of German and Fascist au 
inerwentngty todeey : 

ly today as re 
in from frontier so + 
broadcasts over Partisan-conren 
radios in the big industria] 
of the country. Cs 

A report from the Free 
radio, quoting the liberal a 
paper, La Liberta, saiq tonight 
that Benito Mussolini had been 
rested at Lake Como by member 
of the Italian Police, Partisan-cop 
trolled. Along with Mussolini : 
was said Roberto Fa x 
ne Pavolini, two of i 
rested . ent collaborators, Were ar. 

ey were said to h 
turned over to a tribunal to ¢ 
trial. Mussolini was reported 
have been trying to get ¢ 
the customs office into Switzer 
land, and was said to have cote 
to Lake Como under disguise, 

The .Milan radio also Said that 
Rodolfo Graziani, who was a Mare 
shal and war minister under Mun 
solini, had given himself Up. Mar 
shal Graziani was one of the 
“heroes” of the Italian campaignsig 
Ethiopia and North Africa. 


DRAMATIC CALLS 
Dramatic radio calls came 
stations in Milan and also in 
Genoa before its capture. They to 

of a large-scale insurrection sw 

ing Turin, second industria] city of 
Italy, and a host of other cities 
towns and villages in the north, 

Reports received in Berne, Swig 
capital, said that the Germans hay 
made little effori to aid the Fascist 
forces trying to defend the indy. 
trial centers against the well o- 
ganized Patriots. 

An _ Associated Press dispatch 
from Berne said that the Partisans 
were in complete control of the a 
tire Swiss-Italian frontier frog 
Como to Domodossola. Another re 
port said that the Partisans ha 
demanded the unconditional sy 
render of all enemy forces, Germa 
and Fascist, in northern Italy. 

The e Genoa radio declared 
today that German naval units i 
the port had surrendered to th 
Partisans. 

A broadcast from the Free Mila 
radio laid down four points thi 
would be enforced stringently: 

1. All armed Fascists caught 
after midnight tonight will be shot 
immediately ; f 

2. Fascists, Carabinieri and police 
who carry arms must turn them 
over to local Partisan posts on pall 
of death; 

3. All who help the Germans and 
Fascists to escape would be pul 
ished “in an exemplary manne’; 

4. Sabotage of disturbance in the 
liberated areas will be severely 
punished, in certain cases by death 


APPEAL TO STAFF 


The Free Milan radio appealed 
to the staff members of the broad 
casting service who had not cde 
laborated with the Fascists to 
port for duty at once. It ade 
that “all those who have given 
laboration in broadcasting 
journalists, announcers of aM 
ployees are definitely excluded 

Another report said that 
North Italian Committee of 
tional Liberation had been & 
trusted with governmental pow 
pending the arrival of Allied troops 

Following the reported pe 
victories in the north. the G0 
ment in Rome set gh 
group of ten men, tw 
five P nti-Fascist parties. ™ ma 
are said to be well known, wi 
records of opposition 

One of the first voices be 
the Free Milan radio was if 
be that of ans Allied liaison ° 
described as “Major Max. - 

At a cabinet meeting peor oO 
ing, Premier Ivanoe Bonom 
ernment approved a message 
gratulations and thanks to 
triot forces in the north. 
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German PWs Now Eu 
One-Third Of Nazi! 


* SHAEF. April 27 — Allied a 
in the west Onder General — 
hower have taken 85 Ui inss 
about one-third of the estes 
D-Day strength of the 
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Military Might 
“Ton With Finality, 
sjimson Declares 


<eNGTON, April 27 (ANS) 
= HIN ms0n declared today 
Secne might of Allied forces dur: 
4 - past week has “torn an 
Germany's military power 
on flat finality.” In a weekly _ 
view, Stimson summ ed = A. 
rid | military situation 


» of Russian troops 
-t f Berlin, ew 
ture of American an 
and the push of the 
against German 
the north Rn A 
e arian Alps on the south—these 
a obs have torn and broken 
vmany’s military power with flat 

nality. 
pocKET FIGHTS BEGIN 
‘pattles in 1" pos 
7 nderway. The three m 
reas are Berlin corridor, the 
orth Sea coast, including Bremen 
nd Hamburg with Denmark behind 
em, and the south German area 
mpracing Munich and the redoubt 
the Bavarian and Austrian Alps. 
“Third, the magnitude of Ameri- 
n and British power in Germany 
vi the plight of the Reich should 
3 direct warning to Japan 0 
hat is coming to our enemy in the 


nanner : 

«pirst the e 
mminent Ju 
pviet forces 
sctern Allies 
pastal land on 


cific. 
“while, no doubt, there is heavy 
perhaps prolonged fighting yet 
be done in sections of Germany, 
» disintegration of the Nazi mili- 
establishment permits us to do 
sre about the next phases of war 
inst Japan. 
we are going to have to give our 
on in the Pacific the same advan- 
yes we have held in Europe— 
neriority over the enemy on land, 
the air and on the sea; over- 
helming superiority such as will 
orten the war and cut down our 
sualties.” 


U. 8. CASUALTIES LISTED 
WASHINGTON, April 27 (ANS)— 
ny and Navy combat casualties 
nce the beginning of the war now 
al 929,373. 
Secretary of War Henry L. Stim- 
yesterday placed Army losses 
829,001 on a basis of names re- 
ved here through April 14. The 
test report from the Navy added 
0372. The aggregate represented 
bh increase of 16,895 since last 
ek’s report. 
The breakdown on Army casual- 
bs and corresponding figures for 
e preceding week: killed, 166,104 
hd 162,505; wounded 507,018 and 
6800; missing, 82,671 and 83,926; 
isoners, 73,208 and 70,363. Of the 
bunded, 268,957 returned to duty. 
Similar figures for the Navy, in- 
ding Marines and Coast Guard 
re; killed, 39,078 and 38,035; 
bunded 46,631 and 42,725; missing 
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OPA Starts Drive 
On Meat Profiteers 


WASHINGTON, April 27— Price 
Administrator Chester Bowles 
started a new offensive yesterday 
against the black market in meat, 
warning that heavy fines ‘and jail 
sentences await operators caught 
violating ceiling prices. The drive 
was opened by a staff of OPA in- 
vestigators, working in close co- 
operation with Treasury and Jus- 
tice Department agents, governors 
and municipal officials. 

The OPA will seek the aid of 
officials, housewives and butchers 
in the hope of checking illegal op- 
erations within each community. 
The Treasury Department plans to 
seek indictments against hundreds 
of black market operators on in- 
come tax charges, the United Press 
said. One evasion uncovered by 
Treasury agents ran to 3,000,000 
dollars, and others go over the mil- 
lion mark. 

Under a _ ten-point plan an- 
nounced last week, OPA agents will 
trace the course of meat prices 
from the processor through the mid- 
dleman and retailer, and finally to 
the family table. The over-all pur- 
pose of the drive is to insure fairer 
distribution at reasonable prices. 
The House Committee on Bank- 
ing and Currency conducted a hear- 
ing on the matter yesterday, and 
was told by Deputy OPA Admini- 
strator James F. Brownlee that the 
drive should show results within 60 
days. However, Judge James D. 
Cooney, of Wilson and Co., one of 
the four big packing companies, re- 
minded the committee that the 
black market is tremendously prof- 
itable. “You could hire all the pri- 
vate detectives in the world, but 





405 and 10.4%; prisoners, 4,258 
hd 4,259, 


you'd still have the same situation,” 
he said. 
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Sergeant Says He’s Aide 
To Stassen, Not ’Advisor’ 





By Sgt. BILL HOGAN 
Staff Correspondent 


SAN FRANCISCO, April 27—S-Sgt. John B. Thomson insists he is not an “advisor” to Cmdr. 
Harold E. Stassen, one of the American delegates to the San Francisco conference. He says: “I 


am only an aide.” 


Thomson is a 20-year-old Minneapolis boy, ex-Harvard student, who’s recovering from 
fractured skull, hips and back which he suffered in an air raid last January 20 on a factory 
where he was seeking shelter at Weisweiler, east of Aachen. 

Thomson admits his present assignment is unusual. He's wearing civilian clothes, and sleep- 


ing in a suite at San Francisco’s Fairm 
two years, overseas more than¢———— 


a year and was attached to Mili- 
tary Intelligence with the 104th 
(Thunderbolt) Division. 

He’s one of two aides to Cmdr. 
Stassen. The other is a former Mar- 
ine lieutenant, Cord Meyer, who lost 
an eye at Tarawa. 

Thomson and Meyer never were 
intended to be advisors to Stassen 
during the conference. Stassen 
wanted two representative veterans 
of this war with him as aides, to 
talk frankly about GI problems and 
thoughts about peace. 

Their duties thus far have been 
handling office work, appointments, 
correspondence for Stassen — and 
the general duties of an aide. 
There’s no “advising.” Thomson 
never speaks for Stassen, and cer- 
tainly does not speak for the Army. 
His personal opinion, though, is that 
force should be put into the peace 
structure being formulated at San 
Francisco, a peace with teeth in it, 
with fewer loopholes than, perhaps, 
civilians would tolerate. As a 
wounded veteran of this war, he 





says, he wants the stiffest sort of 





FDR Hoped To ‘Pray Over’ Parley 





SAN FRANCISCO, April 27—Se- 
rity Conference delegates read 
h interest Mrs. Roosevelt’s col- 
, “My Day,” in which she wrote: 
My husband and I had looked 
ard to traveling leisurely across 
country ... He had talked over 
Speech .. . but when I asked 
mwhy he really wanted to go all 
distance for one day, he said: 
me going to pray over the dele- 


Now at last we come to the San 
——~ meeting,” Mrs. Roosevelt 
“it on. The meeting, she said, “is 
4n end in itself, but it is an 
tial step on the way. Without 
‘machinery, future generations 
“never build a peaceful world.” 
. « > 


Most of the big-time newspa- 





Ppermen are out here anyway — 
but they won’t miss a Presidential 
press conference. Word has come 
from Washington that President 
Harry S. Truman has cancelled 
this week’s session with the press 
because “the news of this country 
is coming out of San Francisco.” 
7 . * 


Conference sessions are being 
conducted both in English and in 
French, Michael J. McDermott, 
press officer for the conference, an- 
nounced today. 

- * . 


In making reservations in a 
San Francisco hotel, Turkish del- 
egates asked for rooms “on the 
ground floor.” Earthquake jitters, 
they said. 





A new song dedicated to the San 
Francisco Conference and world 
peace, entitled “Oh, What A Day 
That Will Be,” has been written in 
New York by Irving, Caesar and 
Geralds. Caesar is creator of the 
hit, “Tea For Two.” 

>. ° . 

Hat stores report an unprece- 
dented demand for black Hom- 
bergs. Many conference delegates 
wear them, and many local men 
like to wear them for fun—the 
fun of being mistaken for a diplo- 
mat. 

- - . 

The conference will have a daily 
newspaper of its own to make sure 
that delegates, attaches and the 
regular press know what is going 
on. 








Frisco Stamp Sale 
Tops Million In Day 


More than a million postage 
stamps marking the opening of 
the Security conference were sold 
on the first day of issue at the 
San Francisco postoffice. They 
cost five cents each. 

The U. S. Secretary of State, 
Edward R. Stettinius Jr., bought 
the first batch; he'll send them to 
President Harry S. Truman, who 
has arranged that they be added 
to the late President Roosevelt's 
famous collection. 








peace, so that he personally won't 
have to go to war again. 

“I've seen the dirty end of the 
stick, and I don’t like it,” Thomson 
said at the Fairmont, before the 
opening of the plenary session of 
the conference. 

Thomson, a young, handsome boy 
with the trace of a Harvard accent, 
is the son of John C. Thomson, 
president of the Northwest Banking 
Corp., with headquarters in Min- 
neapolis. He thinks his father knew 
Stassen while Stassen was governor 
of Minnesota, but doesn’t think this 
had anything to do with his being 
selected as an aide. He’s on 60-day 
detached service from Baxter Gen- 
eral Hospital at Spokane, Wash., 
and his special orders provide speci- 
fically that he may wear civilian 
clothes while on this assignment. 

He has no plans for after the war, 
or for after his discharge, but prob- 
ably will go back to Harvard Uni- 
versity. There’s plenty of time left, 
he says, repeating that he’s only 20. 

He’s considerably interested in 
the goings-on at San Francisco, but 
says he has done no special plug- 
ging for GIs in his relations with 
Stassen. He says he’s just another 
soldier from the ETO, and his only 
reaction to living in an expensive 
hotel room that looks out on San 
Francisco and the Pacific is: “I am 
a lucky guy!” 
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‘(Rallies Sound Plea 


For Security Setup 


WASHINGTON, April 27 — On a 
scale that appears unprecedented, 
the people of the United States are 
demonstrating their ‘support for the 
World Security conference in San 
Francisco. 

Two tremendous public meetings 
were held last night—one in New 
York, one in San Francisco. Both 
had support of a world security or- 
ganization as their central purpose. 

Quentin Reynolds, author and 
foreign correspondent, was chair- 
man of the San Francisco rally. 
Charles P. Taft, director of the 
Office of Transport and Communi- 
cations Policy of the U. S. State 
Department, was principal speaker. 

Reflecting world labor interest, 
the World Trade Union Conference 
is meeting in Oakland, across the 
bay from San Francisco, having 
scheduled its sessions simultan- 
eously with those of the United 
Nations conference. The CIO is 
represented there by its president, 
Philip Murray, and by Sidney Hill- 
man, president of the Amalgamated 
Clothing Workers of America. Sir 
Walter Citrine, secretary of the 
British Trades Union Congress, is 
there for Britain, and Vasili Kuz- 
netzov, chairman of the Russian 
All-Union Ceneral Council of Trade 
Unions, is another delegate. 

The nature of the support for the 
meeting is indicated by the list of 
participating organizations, ranging 
from the American Legion to the 
CIO’s Political Action Committee. 


Strike Vote Carried 
In Hard Coal Fields 


HAZLETON, Pa., April 27 (ANS) 
—Pennsylvania’s hard coal min: 
voted, six to one, in support of a 
strike yesterday in the largest poll 
ever held in the state’s anthracite 
fields under the provisions of the 
Smith-Connally Act. 

Fred V. Krivonos, regional NLRB 
director, announced that the offi- 
cial results were 41,952 in favor of 
the strike and 6,997 against. Nearly 
20,000 of the 68,000 eligible miners 
failed to vote, he said. 

The ballot read: “Do you wish 
to permit interruption of war pro- 
duction in wartime as a result of 
this dispute?” 

Krivonos said that the results 
would be wired immediately to 
Washington for certification to 
President ‘Truman, in compliance 
with the provisions of the Smith- 
Connally Act. 

Formal strike notice was given 
30 days ago by John L. Lewis, UMW 
president. The present contract 
with the anthracite operators ex- 





pires next Monday. 
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AUX CAYES 
Dear Editor: 

May I add a word concerning the 
origin of the term “Okay.” Last 
week, two contributors offered ex- 
planations dealing with euphony 
and the Irish pronunciation of “Oil 
Kerrect” as used in the presidential 
campaign of 1840. 

I once did some research on the 
origin of this expression and came 
to the conclusion that both these 
explanations are in part correct 
and are much more closely tied to- 
gether than appears on the surface. 

But a much more logical explana- 
tion can be found in one of the bio- 
graphies of John J. Audabon, the 
naturalist. A part of Audabon’s 
youth was spent in the Island of 
Haiti during the period when that 
island was one of France’s richest 
possessions. Audabon lived on the 
southern coast of the southern 
peninsula near the town of Aux 
Cayes—pronounced “OK” — which 
may or may not be an explanation 
of euphony. It so happened that 
this town was one of the island’s 
major exporting funnels and the 
bulk of its trade went to New York. 
There the goods were handled by 
Irish stevedores. Each piece of 
goods was marked as to its port of 
origin, contents and examined by 
customs officials. The goods from 
Aux Cayes were continually so ac- 
eurately listed that it became the 
habit of the dock workers and cus- 
toms officials to simply say Aux 
Cayes or “OK” and automatically 
pass the goods. Hence the Haitian 
“Aux Cayes” evolved into the New 
York Irish “OK” and came into 
national prominence in the decade 
of the 1830s when the votes of 
labor as well as those of the fron- 
tier were more vigorously sought 
after than previously. 

—T-4 K. W., Rawlings, S. C. 


SAPPERS 
Dear Editor: 

With reference to the mine clear- 
ting in Leghorn article, page six, 
April 10th issue, it quite shook cer- 
tain members of this particular pla- 
toon. We nearly decided to wait a 
couple of days to see whether any 








fair-play-loving American might 
write to you, re: other people’s mine 
clearance in Leghorn. 

Really, Sgt. Harry Shershow, just 
10,000 mines, and ‘you think that’s 
a lot? Do you honestly think that’s 
a lot of mines? 

Do you realize sergeant, that since 
last August this unit (40th Bomb 
Disposal Pl.), has been stationed in 
this mine-ridden hole and we've 
lifted thousands upon thousands of 
the damn things, that during last 
month an Italian company, trained 
by us, got rid of well over 10,000 
mines, that the British Navy has 
had a hand in the fun, too, that 
. .. but why go on? 

You see, our trumpeter is dead. 
These awful mines, don’t you Enow. 

—Spr. E. Robinson, RE 


BLUE NOSE 
Dear Editor: 

Have just heard over the radio 
that the National Prohibition 
Union is griping over the fact that 
the Government is making beer for 
GIs, using money that was loaned 
to the Government by the people. 

I would like to remind the presi- 
dent of the NPU that no GI is 
forced to buy this beer. Those who 
confine their drinking to GI beer 
suffer less than the soldier who 
goes to town for his liquid refresh- 
ment. Would members of the Na- 
tional Prohibition Union object if 
a GI on this side of the pond sug- 
gest that they quit drinking car- 
bonated beverages to save sugar? 

—T-5 E. C. Cole, SC. 


GIORDANO 
Dear Editor: 

Recently, I became engaged in an 
argument with some civilians in 
Rome concerning Umberto Gior- 
dano, the Italian opera composer: 
They say he is dead, and I maintain 
that he’s still alive. Could you 
possibly find and print this infor- 
mation for me? I would appreciate 
it very much if you would. 

—Sgt. John A. Huzzard, Inf. 


Umberto Giordano is still alive 
and is somewhere in Italy. 
—Editor. 














Puptent Poets 








HAVING SEEN MAN 

If I am to die in the midst of 
battles 

Let me not be buried under a mound 
of foreign soil 

Made muddy by rains from foreign 
elouds, 

Clayed by rays of foreign suns. 

Rather, oh Fuehrer, hang my body 
beneath a tree— 

Let it dangle, putrescent from a 


noose, 
Let it ” limply hung above the 


So that crows and ravens may gnaw 
my eyes (that I did not see.) 

May macaws feast upon ears and 
tongue (that I did not hear nor 
speak.) 

And let me not hang so far above 
Your earth 

That ~ mongoose appetite be de- 

Vv 


pri 

Of sole and toe (that I did not run— 
when run I should.) 

Enjoin me in this, my last request. 
Oh Fuehrer! 

Know, as You alone must know, 

"Tis a wish born from the uterus 
of disgust and despair. 

Let my body hang there—a carrion 
symbol 

To all who pass; 

An old man, weak of limb, grey of 


hi 

will sight with frightened eyes the 
bleeding corpse 

And perhaps will whisper: “There! 
There a German died!” 

A woman—old, with wrinkled face 
and unkempt hair, 

‘Tear filled eyes will turn and stare: 

“There! There, my son died!” 


Throat parched with thirst, 

Will forget for a moment the an- 
guish of her life 

To remember a Sunday sermon 
heard too long ago: 

“Oh, Christ! Oh Christ! 

You must have died like this, 

Oh, Christ!” 

—Pvt. Herbert C. Kahn, Hosp. Sect. 


HARPOONED 
(Love Life Of a Whale) 


My senses, gentle angel, swim; 

I love you, you’re so sleek and slim 

In that new style you tote about 

And ees ersatz water- 
spout. 


Though called by some a periscope 

Its all round view contains my 
hope— 

We could bequeath posterity 

This latest suit, austerity. 


With you Id love to sail your 


course 

And start a school, my dear war 
horse: 

= oil could join in Neptune’s 
un 

Though you my boomps-a-daisies 
shun. 


Forever fickle, marine flower, 

I long to tread your conning tower, 
Yet—woe is me—your verdigris 
Is only third-grade axle grease! 


And now I dully comprehend 

To what base depths you do descend 
I fear my Cupid made a “boner” 
And wail, o stay, I’ve met my 





A child, weak with hunger—stomach 
burst, 


Jonah. 


—Sgt. Bernard J. Forster, UDF! the armed 


LONDON, April 27 (Reuter’s) — 


six years have lain letters which 
solve the mystery of the death of 
Col. General Werner von Fritsch, 


personal correspondence 

discovery discloses not only the 
story of the man who fell from 
power but also gives an imside ac- 
count of the mad determination 
with which Hitler overrode the 
German General Staff and plunged 
his country into the second World 
War. . ° 
Fritsch, who fell from grace for 
opposing the war against Poland, 
was not shot in the back by Himm- 
ler’s agents, as formerly believed. 
The true story is told in a letter to 
his fiancee, Baroness von Schutz- 
bar-Milchling, by an adjutant who 
saw him die. 

Fritsch, who went with the Wehr- 
macht into Poland, was privileged 
to accompany but not command the 
regiment which bore his name. 


Refused To Duck... 


Outside Warsaw, when the battle 
was at its fiercest, he walked out 
with an adjutant far ahead of the 
troops. The adjutant took cover 
and called out, “Duck!” but Fritsch 
continued walking and was hit in 
the thigh. 

In less than three minutes the 
man who was once Supreme Com- 
mander of the German Army 
standard-bearer of the old clique 
that would not bow to Hitler, bled 
to death unattended. 

In August, 1939, on the eve of 
war, Hitler had tried to avoid 
Fritsch. He wrote the baroness, 
“for me there is no part in Hitler’s 
Germany either in peace or war. I 
will accompany my regiment only 
as a target, because I cannot stay 
at home.” 

Shortly afterwards, the baroness 
received by field post from the Pol- 
ish front an intimate personal note 
which ended, “This will be my last 
letter.” 

Fritsch’s letters disclose that Hit- 
ler decided on war in the early 
months of 1938. He was supported 
by Navy Chief Raeder and the head 
of the Luftwaffe, Goering—both of 
whom owed their positions to the 
Nazi regime. 

The Army, represented by the 
secretary for war, Blomberg, and 
Supreme Commander Gen. von 

tsch, was openly opposed to the 
attack on Poland. 

Hitler asked Fritsch how long it 
would take to crush Poland. Not 
more than three weeks, said Fritsch, 
adding that the attack would inev- 
itably result in war, with Germany 
aligned against the rest of the world. 
Hitler flew into a rage. “I did not 
ask you for political comments,” 
he fumed. 


Hitler Turns... 


From that moment on, Hitler 
watched for a chance to get rid 
of Fritsch. 

The letters then tell the story of 

Pritsch’s trial on charges of homo- 
sexuality, based on “proofs” pro- 
duced by Himmler from an ex-con- 
vict party member. The judges were 
Goering, Brauchitsch, Raeder and 
two high members of the Judge 
Advoca General’s Department. 
The verdict was, “proven not guilty 
as charged, and acquitted.” Despite 
the verdict, Fritsch was relieved of 
his command and reduced to the 
rank of colonel. 
Fritsch, in another letter to the 
baroness—who had supported him 
in the trial—said, “I gave Herr Hit- 
ler my word of honor that the accu- 
Sations were untrue. Hitler lightly 
tossed aside the word of honor of 
the then commander in chief of his 
army in favor of the word of an 
honorless, ex-convict party member. 
It is this above all that I cannot 
countenance.” 


Solons Asked To Allow 
Gls To Remain In Army 


WASHINGTON, April 27 (AP)— 
Congress was asked Tuesday to let 
fighting men decide for themselves 
whether or not they wanted to re- 
turn to civilian life after victory. 
Under the plan suggested by Rep. 
J. Harry McGregor (R., Ohio), serv- 
ice people would be given fare to 
their homes and a 30-day leave be- 
fore being discharged. During this 
period the choice of either return- 
ing to civilian life or remaining in 

forces could be made. 











once the commander in chief of}. 
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“We'll go away an’ stop botherin’ you boys now. Jerry’s got our 





Warsaw Veterans Tel] 


Of Aid Flown By Alli 





WITH WOMEN’S BATTALION 
OF POLISH HOME ARMY, April 
27 — The Warsaw Insurrectionists 
executed SS prisoners, but only 
after military trial, officers of this 
women’s unit of the Polish home 
army said today. They added, how- 
ever, that this was done as an an- 
swer to SS barbarism, and that 
regular Wehrmacht prisoners of 
war were treated fairly and well. 

The officers agreed that German 
soldiers fought strictly according to 
the rules of war during the ill-fated 
Warsaw uprising, but that the SS 
was inhuman in its treatment of 
prisoners and civilian hostages. 

According to the officers, as well 
as newspapers published by the 
home army in Warsaw during the 
battle, the Russians dropped ap- 
proximately 150 tons of aid to them 
of which 100 tons were food and 
50 tons ammunition. The British 
dropped 36 tons, and American 
planes 16 tons. The American sup- 
plies, however, included German 
ammunition which the Warsaw 
fighters needed badly, since they 
were using captured enemy wea- 
pons, while the Russians dropped 
Soviet ammo which could be used 
only in a few guns. 


TASTY MENU “~s 

The Russian food packages, 
dropped from very high-flying 
planes, contained mainly bacon, 
bread and cereals such as porridge, 
the officers assert, adding that most 
of the Russian aid came only dur- 
ing the last two weeks of the battle. 
The first British bombers flew 





By Sgt. PETER FURST 
Staff Correspondent 


low, they said, and a large n 
were shot down by the Ge 
The Russians used fast figh 
which, although they flew at 
treme heights, dropped their 
plies without excessive losses. 
The Polish officers conti 
Russian statements that the 
ping of supplies was made diffi 
y the fact that the Poles hed 
one large area of Warsaw, but 
eral smaller isolated parts of 
capital. Thus some of the s 
intended for the Warsaw Pat 
actually fell into the hands of 
Germans. 
COMMUNISTS FIGHT 
According to the women of 
a number of Polish Comm 
took part in the fighting in 
Home Army. Some 500 Commu 
were on the Home Army's offi 
list, the officers stated, a 
them to claim status of war 
oners when and if captured 
many others actually foughto 
and secretly could not be 
mined. 
The 340 women, who are # 
the end of the war, while li 
this small former bys Y 
camp, say they wonder some 
about the causes and results @ 
bloody insurrection, and © 
the tragic end was worth 
rible cost. But they realiz 
much the battle of War 
meant to the free world, and ; 
Polish people in particular. 
know that Warsaw's name 
die in the hearts of free men 
(This is the second of two 








They Say... 





PEACE APPEAL to German people, 

spontaneously initiated by 1,391 of 
the 3,102 German PWs interned 
at Ft. Devens, Mass.: 
“Do not carry out mad commands 
for useless defense. Do not pro- 
long the war through production 
of weapons and war material. Rise 
up! Kill the torturers, who even 
now command you to perform 
foolish deeds!” 


FRED ALLEN, on Hollywpod: 

“In Hollywood, the girls have false 
calves on their legs. The men have 
their shoulders built up and wear 
toupees. Se, when two stars make 
love on the screen, it is not two 
people making love. It is a let of 
commodities gettimg together. 
California is all right if you are 
an orange.” 


LEONARD LYONS, quoting pongo 
veteran’s explanation of 
eager acceptance of cannibal 
bey who volunteered to fight 
aps: 

“They could be sent out on 10- 








da: with fi 
eo anly five day’s 


AN 


GEORGE ROBERT LORE ® 
port, Conn., centenarian: 
“Tt takes about a h 
for a man to get any or 
that I’m 101, I have 
eyee= to do an 
¢.”* 


COMMANDER OF U. §. & 
running out of ammo 
naval base: 

“John Paul Jones * ® 
ing, the time has 0m 
the hell out of here. 


LETTER FROM Gi in Paris: 
“Every other block, som 


will say, ‘Upstairs, i i 
one minute wally igs’ 
quity added to their 


CLIFTON FADIMAN. 1 


] was 


that Elsa Maxwe” tions @ 


! 
cover the United 
ference: F 
“She could, easily: J 
ISLAND, defined by 
umnist, Ed Sullivan: ; 
“4 small body of land 
by Task Foree 5% 











\¥ 





Rocket- 
and the 
have c¢ 





April 28, 1945 


THE STARS AND STRIPES WEEKLY 


Page 5 





= 
How 


MATAF Supports Doughboys 


For more than a year, planes of the Mediterranean Allied Tactical Air Force have been roaming 

ever the enemy’s lines, striking at-his communications, transport and positions. Allied victories 

on the ground now mean that the airmen’s job has been well done. The pictures above and 
below show an attack on a CP. 


Rocket-firing ships of the Desert Air Force scored direct hits on this Kraut headquarters, 

and the two pictures show the before and after stages. Note how the accurate rocket guns 

have concentrated their fire upon the center building—target of the moment—and left 
the structure at the left. and most of that at right untouched. 


li: ‘is 


“9 ? . . A a we 
oo strangle” has been a pet air force word for months, and this is a sample. B-25 
&t Mont — P-47 Thunderbolts of the 12th Air Force did such a thorough job on this bridge 
ehello that they changed the course of the river. (MAAF Photos) 


Frightened Fascists 
Gathering At Milan 





By A Stafj Correspondent . 

WITH THE 5TH ARMY NORTH OF THE PO, April 26 (De 
layed)—Mussolini’s Fascist followers, fleeing the wrath of Patriot 
warriors operating in front of the advancing Allied armies, are 
gathering in Milan, Partisans reported today. 

When Bologna fell, it was learned that many of the Black- 
shirts had headed for Milan. New confirmation that the great 
Po Valley industrial center may be the scene of Fascism’s last 
stand came today from Partisans near Mantova, the first import- 








—— — 
Phoney News 
Makes Front 

| Over - Happy | 


WITH THE 5TH ARMY, April 26 
(Delayed) — The entire front was 
thrown into a few hours of rooting- 
tooting excitement this afternoon 
as rumors swept through the area 
that (1) Germany had asked for 
peace terms and (2) Hitler had 
committed suicide. In just-liberated 
Verona, it was announced by a joy- 
ful ringing of bells and a hail of 
bullets fired into the air by Parti- 
sans and American soldier alike. 

Everywhere the same scenes oc- 
curred and the merry-making, 
drinking and kissing went on for 
several hours. However, many GIs 
remained wretchedly skeptical. 

The baseless rumor apparently 
grew from the report by Radio 
Roma, based on Swiss reports, that 
German garrisons in Genoa and 
Milan had surrendered to Italian 
Partisans. 


Paris To Welcome 
French Ex-Prisoners 


PARIS, April 27 (UP)—France, 
which can hardly feed its city 
dwellers and bombed-out rural pop- 
ulations, will welcome an average 
of 30,000 prisoners a day as soon as 
the war ends, it was indicated today. 

A thousand workmen on night 
and day shifts are converting the 
Gare d'Orsay, large Paris railway 
station, into a tremendous welcome 
center. Architects and = sculptors 
have planned a beautiful, yet prac- 
tical headquarters, with everything 
from a modernistic bar to a delous- 
ing room. 

Some 12,000 prisoners, liberated 
by the Americans and Russians, 
have already given the authorities 
an idea of the problems to come. 
For the moment they must all con- 
verge on Paris, because the military 
are using the trains in which it was 
hoped to send them to their vari- 
ous home sections of France. 

Parisians, who have seen neither 
meat nor cheese for a month, are 
tightening their belts further so 
that the prisoners may have a good 
hot meal on arrival and take away 
with them a box of tinned meat and 
sardines. Most of the men who have 
jreturned are in good physical con- 
jdition, because they were assigned 
to work on farms in the Rhineland 
or in East Prussia. They and some 
700,000 other French workers were 
well fed and well treated. 

At that, their homecoming is 
often tragic. One man learned his 
entire family had perished at Ora- 
dour, where the Germans herded 
the women and children into a 
church and burned it down. Others 
find their families “~have died or 
disappeared in the Allied advance. 
Most do not know what to expect, 
because they have been without 
news since the invasion. 


Hospital Will Celebrate 
Second Year Overseas 


ROME, April 27—The 34th Sta- 
tion Hospital will celebrate its 
second year overseas with a ban- 
quet at the hospital tomorrow 
night. Of the original group which 
landed at Oran in May, 1944, about 
100 are still with the 34th. 

The hospital has been in con- 
tinuous operation since landing in 
Africa except for short intervals 
of travel which took them to Pan- 
telleria for three months, Sicily 
and then up the Italian boot. One 
of the hospital’s unusual jobs was 
that of caring for German PWs at 











Lt. Col. Paul F. Max, the 34th’s 
commanding officer, will join in the 
“second year” celebration although 
he put on his fourth bar some time 
before he took over the 34th on its 
way up the boot. 





Aversa. . 


+ant city the Allies have ap- 


proached north of the Po. 

What awaits the Fascists in 
Milan is a matter for conjecture. 
They may turn about and fight, 
as individual Fascist snipers have 
done elsewhere, or they may seek 
sanctuary in Switzerland, which has 
indicated it is not eager to receive 
Mussolini's deserting jackals. 

Whatever their fate, indications 
are strong that Mussolini’s Fascist 
Social Republic is frantically seek- 
ing to conceal, the extent of the 
Allied gains ow and above the 
Po. As recently as two days ago, 
the Fascist radio clamored that 
street fighting was continuing in 
Bologna. However the leading Fas- 
cists seem well aware of the true 
situation, since almost all are feund 
to have fled weeks before Allied 
troops entered a city. 

While the strength of Fascism in 
Italy is ebbing to a new low, the 
Partisans they once hunted are 
more numerous and powerful than 
ever before. For the first time 
doughboys in Italy are beginning 
to regard Italian Patriots with the 
affection that combat men in 
France showed for the FFT. 

Patriots are everywhere. Armed 
with all types of weapons and carry- 
ing whole beits of ammunition over 
their shoulders, they strike just 
ahead of the Allied armies. Carrara, 
Carpi and Modena—to name only 
a few cities—were liberated by the 
Partisans almost entirely without 
Allied assistance. 

Mantua is a case in point. An 
agricultural city of 45,000 north of 
the Po, it contained several thov- 
sand Partisans. They rose two nights 
ago and captured 60 German 
\Stragglers. An Allied patrol which 
jentered the city later found the 
telephone exchange and other pub- 
lic utilities intact. 
| Partisans in the Po Valley have 
| borne a full share of the fighting, 
jand doughboys are beginning to 
j}honor them for it. 


Foodless Germany 
Likely In 2 Months 


WASHINGTON, April 27 (ANS) 
—Assistant Secretary of War John 
J. McCloy said yesterday that the 
|German stocks now being used to 
feed people in captured aieas will 
jbe exhausted in from 30 to 60 days, 
and the “pipeline that is going to 
feed them after that is not yet ap- 
parent.” 

Mr. McCloy, just back from Eur- 
ope, told a news conference that 
“the problem of food, fuel and cover 
plagues all of Europe.” American 
forces in Germany are using local 
food supplies predominantly to feed 
German civilians, ‘he reported, with 
Army supplies being used only in 
emergencies. 

“The great question is going to 
be food and distribution,” McCloy 
said, “and frankly I don’t know hor 
it’s going to be obtained in the light 
of present shortages. Certainly the 
policy will be to get as much as pos- 
sible out of Germany.” 

The immediate problem appeared 
to be that of getting the German 
people back to work in orde. to pro- 
duce for their own needs. “Dis- 
placed peoples have left the mines, 
and the problem is to get the mines 
back in production,” he said. “The 
mines are largely intact but there 
is no Rhine River traffic because 
German bridges are down and the 
river is spanned by our pontoons.” 





} 
| 





Women’s Service Club 
Opened By Alexander 


AFHQ, April 27—Field Marshal 
Sir Harold R. L. G. Alexander offi- 
cially opened the new Allied Service 
Women’s Club of Caserta yester- 
day. Open house was held between 
the hours of 6:15 and 7:30 PM. 

This club is the first of its kind 
in Italy and is patterned after a 
women's service club which was 
formerly located in Algiers. All Al- 
lied military women will be admit- 
ted as well as Red Cross workers, 
USO workers and civilian em- 





ployees of the State and War De- 
partments. 
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Doughboys Find Push North 
Becomes Grueling Foot Race 





By A Staff Correspondent 


WITH THE 10TH MOUNTAIN DIVISION ABOVE THE PO, April 25 (Delayed)—For bearded 
mountain infantrymen the drive northward has become a grueling footrace. “Our feet aren’t will- 
ing anymore, but our hearts are,” is the way Capt. Robert Krunim of Maplewood, N. J., put it. 

Road blocks, self-propelled guns, and sniping ‘by German stragglers and civilian Fascists, 
are providing most of the rearguard resistance encountered. Infantrymen say that the SPs, de- 
prived of good observation points on the Po Valley flatlands, are often unable to adjust their fire 


to inflict serious damage. 


Cut off remnants of the German Army are a constant menace to convoys and installations 
to the rear. One German tank slipped into a jeep convoy the other night, and knocked out 15 
—+¢vehicles. On our side, spearheads 





TARGET SATURATED 





This is what happened when Allied bombers laid their eggs 





on La Spezia’s harbor. The place is not much good just now, 


but it didn’t help the 


Krauts much either. 


(Staff Aerial Photo by Sgt. Grayson B. Tewksbury) 





I And R Platoon Captures 
_ An-Entire German Hospital 





By A Staff Correspondent 


WITH THE 5TH ARMY, April 24 
(Delayed) — An entire German 
evacuation hospital, complete with 
37 shiny red and white ambulances 
and three pretty nurses, surren- 
dered to an intelligence and recon- 
naissance platoon yesterday. 

But the infantry didn’t have time 
to stop. It dropped off Cpl. Eric 
Rosenthal of New York City, Ger- 
man-speaking scout-observer, to act 
as hospital commandant. A few 
hours later the division band sent 
up a trombonist, Sgt. Walter Berndt 
of Milwaukee, and a clarinettist, 
Cpl. Roger B. Carlson of Escanaba, 
Mich., as guards. Until late this 
evening when IV Corps MPs ar- 
rived, Corporal Rosenthal and the 
two musicians were the only GIs 
around. 

As Rosenthal tells it, the I and 
R platoon led by Lt. Clarence L. 
Guffey of Helena, Mont., was on a 
jeep reconnaissance yesterday. 
Someone looked around and found 
that a German kitchen truck had 
joined the convoy. After the Kraut 
cook was shuffled off to a PW cage, 
the reconnaissance party continued 
until it ran into another German 
vehicle loaded with Italian Parti- 


sans. 
“The Partisans said there was a 
big German hospital in Quistello 





which wanted to give up, but as a 
matter of honor they wouldn't 
surrender to the Italian Patriots,” 
Rosenthal related. “So we came up 
here. The German first sergeant 
stepped out, saluted and read the 
roll of those present. It was strictly 
out of the book.” 

Last night the captured hospital 
resumed operations under the di- 
rection of Capt. Nelson’s regimental 
adjutant. The German ambulances 
evacuated 40 captured German 
wounded. They were treated in 
their own evacuation hospital by 
German physicians, while Corporal 
Rosenthal translated the diagnosis 
for medical records. 

The German first sergeant said 
today that the hospital, which held 
180 patients and served an entire 
division, stayed behind because “we 
could best serve our patients this 
way.” 

The hospital’s mission was to 
evacuate its patients northward 
over the Po. All but eight had 
been taken away before the regi- 
ment arrived. 

Italian Patriots respected the 
Red Cross and made no attempt 
to injure the Germans. When the 
Germans’ leader asked to surrender 
to Americans, the Patriots went 
out and obliged by bringing in the 
I and R platoon. 


are surprising retreating Ger- 
man groups almost hourly. 


FIREFIGHT REPORT 

Typical of the firefights which 
flare up on the march toward the 
Alps was one reported by Pfc. Wal- 
ter Golema of Chicago. 

“An Italian civilian rushed out 
and said there were snipers and 
mines ahead,” Golema related. “He 
had barely warned us when the first 
sniper began shooting.” 

Wiping out similar nests of re- 
sistance — or by-passing — is the 
order of the day. 

The Po bridgehead itself is rear 
echelon now. The German’s much- 
talked about Po River defenses, 
which turned out to be a series of 
branch-laced foxholes along the 
north and south dykes, actually 
proved more useful to the Moun- 
taineers and other American troops 
than to the Germans. When air 
bursts laced the Po banks as the 
first waves crossed over day before 
yesterday it was the German fox- 
holes which held our casualties to 
a minimum. They also helped as 
the Germans turned 20-mm. ack- 
ack earthward in grazing fire. 


YACHTING REGATTA 

Today the Po looks like it was 
the scene of a GI yachting regatta 
as ducks of the 52nd Quartermaster 
Duck Battalion, manned by vet- 
erans of Salerno, Sicily and the 
Southern France invasion, swarm 
over the glassy, green Po-like water 
beetles. Ducks with A _ frames 
manned by such experts as Cpl. 
Joseph Frizzo of Vineland, N. J., 
and Pfc. Nicholas del Grosso of 
Washington, bundle jeeps into cargo 
nets and hoist them onto another 
duck. Then Pfc. Harry Neiss of 
Philadelphia and other drivers 
wheel over the thick sand into the 
nd and head for the opposite 
shore. 


U. $. Awaits Italian 
Economic Mission 


WASHINGTON, April 27 (AP)— 
State Department officials said to- 
day that the long-awaited Italian 
economic mission was expected 
here “within the next few days,” 
and that major discussions on 
Italy’s essential imports program 
would begin almost immediately. 

mission, it was expected 
would be composed of three of 
Italy’s top production experts who 
will confer with American, British 
and Canadian members of the com- 
bined liberated areas committee 
on allocation and priority of ma- 
terials and transportation. 

A spokesman said that certain 
changes in the program designed 
to give Italy materials for rehabili- 
tation of her internal economy 
would have to be made as a result 
of recent revisions in the Allied 
world supply program. 





Retreat Hour 


ROME, April 27—In an order is- 
sued today by the Rome’ Area Al- 
lied Command the hour of retreat 
has been changed to 1700 hours. 
Flags of all Allied nations in the 





Rome Area will be lowered at that 
hour. 


AIR CORPS ENTERTAINS 
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Here are two typical “C 
Maurice Fazollah and Jerome 


in the newest GI revue written and performed by members 
of the 60th Troop Carrier Group. The show, a sequel to the 
same outfit’s “Nervous In The Service,” opened at the Bar- 
berini Theater, Rome, last night. Repeat shows will be given 
today and tomorrow at 9 PM. Vocalists, dancers, a quintet, 
a hill-billy trio and a 14-piece orchestra are featured. 
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Molotov Causes Surprise 
With Joint Chairman Plan 


a 





(Continued from page 1) 


Stettinius, as leader of ‘the “host” 
delegation, be the chairmanship 
choice. 

Molotov, one of the 45 chiefs of 
national delegations attending the 
committee meeting, refrained from 
lifting his hand when Eden asked 
for approval by show of hands, 
Reuter’s said. Thereupon, the chief 
delegates of the Big Four withdrew 
to an adjoining room. 

When they returned, Molotov told 
the other delegates that no agree- 
ment had been reached. The meet- 
ing was adjourned in some con- 
fusion, Associated Press said. Eden 
was reported to have suggested that 
the Russian rotation plan be 
adopted for the conference sessions 
only, but that Mr. Stettinius be sole 
chairman for the Executive and 
Steering Committees. 

Reuter’s special correspondent 
here, Paul Scott Rankine, stated 
without specifying his authority 
that Russia has threatened to with- 
draw its sponsorship of the con- 
ference if the rotation plan is re- 
jected. Were this to happen, Russia 
would join France as a nation con- 
tinuing to take part in the pro- 
ceedings, but no longer a sponsoring 
power. But some delegates, Associ- 
ated Press. said, felt that Molotov 
was “sparring for time” pending 
consultation with Moscow. 


STEERING COMMITTEE 


The Steering Committee decided 
that.the agenda for the conference 
should be the Dumbarton Oaks pro- 
posal, Associated Press reported, as 
worked out last year in U. S.-Brit- 
ain-Russia and U. S.-Britain-China 
discussions and as filled in later by 
the Roosevelt-Churchill-Stalin con- 
ference at Yalta. 

The Steering Committee has 
elected Alger Hiss, a U. S. State De- 
partment official, to be permanent 
Secretary-General of the confer- 
ence, and Guillermo Belt, chairman 
of the Cuban delegation, has been 
chosen conference reporter. 

The Steering Committee may also 
consider today Russia’s request that 
one vote each in the plenary ses- 





DICK TRACY 

















(Courtesy Chi. Trib.-New York News Syndicate, Inc., distributed thru CNS) 
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sions be assigned to the Ukrainian 
Soviet Republic and to the White 
Russian Republic, both constituents 
of the USSR. 

Russia’s position on the voting is. 
sue was reported to be that if cer. 
tain governments are nations, then 
the Soviet Republics are also na- 
tions. Army News Service said that 
Marshal Stalin had pointed out at 
Yalta that under the Soviet consti- 
tution, the Russian republics are 
autonomous so far as matters af- 
fecting foreign affairs are cone 
cerned. Stalin held, ANS reported, 
that the-two republics in question 
had borne the brunt of this war on 
Russian soil, and therefore deserved 
recognition. 

The three votes would operate 
only in the General Assembly, and 
would not affect the voting inside 
the Security Council of the pro 
jected world organization. 

CENTRAL ISSUE 

On the Polish issue, Army News 
Service said that the composition 
of a new Polish Government, a 
provided in the Yalta declaration, 
was the central issue in the dispute, 
rather than fulfilment of the Yalts 
agreement itself. The Big Three 
have not agreed yet, it was said, 
as to just what Polish representa- 
tives not at present in the Polish 
Provisional Government of Warsa¥ 
would be added. Moscow has beet 
unwilling to approve as many 
these new representatives as Wash 
ington and London desire, AP sal 

The Russians, Mr. Molotov said 
last night, will “do all in our power” 
to solve the Polish question without 
unnecessary delay, and on the 
of the agreements reached at ¥: 
among Roosevelt, Churchill 4 
Stalin. But, he cautioned at bis 
first press conference, it is “not a 
easy question.” 

He declared that the problem Ws 
not one to be settled by the com 
ference itself, but by the nation 
concerned. “It is not possible 7 
solve. the question without 
Poles,” he said. 
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Saturday, April 28 
HIGHLIGHTS 


10:30—Encore—This is the Story 
12:45—Salute to 5th Army 
1:00—Shining Hour 
3:00—Metropolitan Oper 
5:00—Grand Ol’ Opery oot 
5:30—Music America Loves 
6:30—Atlantic Spotlight 
7:00—Songs by Gershwin 
7:30—Saturday Night Ser 
8:00—Signals On 
8:30—Guy Lombardo 
9:15—We Who Serve 
9:30—Hawailan Room 
10:00—Eddie Condon states 
10:30—Hit Parade From »™ 
11:15—Dance Parade he how 
News of the hour on the 
Shortwave 9 A‘ 
6.135 Meg. 











nade 







Speak 
Savoie 












ired. 


a 


Jkrainian 
he White 
istituents 


voting is 
at if cer- 
ons, then 
also na- 
said that 
ed out at 
et consti- 
iblics are 
atters af- 
are Cols 
reported, 
- question 
is war on 
» deserved 


1 operate 
nbly, and 
ing inside 
the pro- 


E 
‘my News 
mposition 
ment, as 
claration, 
e dispute, 
the Yalta 
‘ig Three 
was said, 
presenta 
he Polish 
f Warsaw 
has been 
many of 
as Washe 
_ AP said. 
lotov said 
ur power” 
n without 
“the basis 
i at Yalta 
shill and 
ad at his 
S “not an 


yblem was 
e nations 


ossible 1 
hout the 


RAM 


ONARY 
E 


4x2 M 


THE STARS AND STRIPES WEEKLY 


Page 7 








egturdy 


chandler 


on All-Star Game 


May Act 





WASHIN' 
ie, 


ues 
pay Ted e 


-star gam 


GTON, April 27 (ANS)—Sen. Albert (Happy) Chand- 
's new high commissioner, intimated yesterday he 
t the Office of Defense Transportation to restore the 
all-star game if European hostilities end soon. The 
leagu e. usually played in July, was scheduled for Fenway 
‘this year but was cancelled because of wartime 


+ 





as Boston, 
tral to reduce traveling 


for t 

py 25 perce”... cénference with 
be ‘Chandler ald thet 

pe es before 

i VE-Dey S'should at least 


lett Tans on the circum- 
“tt all depend, “but baseball is 
aneye and Will do nothing that 
‘aid interfere with the war effort. 


MAY MOVE OFFICE 
commissioner also said 
iy sale o’Connor, secretary to 
be te Judge Landis throughout 
Sof years as baseball czar, 
vain indefinitely. It hasn’t been 
sided whether the commissioner’s 
will remain in Chicago or 
erred to another city. 
‘Many baseball men believe it 
wuld be in Washington where the 
mmissioner vag be a to any 
legislate the game. 
2 ~ said he had no idea he 
mild be chosen to su dis 
nti] he received a phone call from 


Tie 


Liev . 
Ty not sought the job, but I 
ss everybody knew I wanted it,” 
chuckled, then added: “The only 
vieations I had were a talk with 
: MacPhail when he took me 
» dinner last week and a phone 
4! from president Harry B of 
vland University, who 
ball men wahted to know if 
daccept the position if offered.” 
Chandler didn’t specify when he 
wld resign from the Senate, but 
id it will take at least 30 days to 
sean up his affairs. 


GIVEN TRIBUTE 
Inthe closing minutes of Wednes- 
’s session in the Senate, Chand- 
+ was near tears due to the high 
ributes paid by his colleagues. 
Hiram Johnson, 79-year-old Repub- 
an of California crossed to the 
Dbmocratic side of the chamber and 
ued Chandler as: “A man of 
uiisputed guts and under his su- 
vision baseball will be conducted 
h strict impartiality.” 

The new commissioner issued a 
statement to servicemen in 
J theaters promising “baseball will 
aty on because you want it that 
y. Because of the great victory 
ware winning over our enemies 
shall give you when you return 
ie greatest era of sport in the 
sory of the world. And you will 

bntribute and play a part in it.” 


—_—_— or 


Feller Fans Seven 
h Debut For Bluejackefs 


EVANSTON, Tll., April 27 (ANS) 
hief Specialist Bob Feller made 
bow as pitcher and coach of the 
brat Lakes Naval Training Sta- 
ln baseball team yesterday and 
med seven while allo two 
8 a8 the Bluejackets defeated 
tiwestern University, 12-2. 
Northwestern scored its two runs 
i Detroit's Johnny Gorsica in 
mt third frame. Feller replaced 
“rica in the fourth and worked 
tugh the seventh, then turned 
mound duties over to Johnny 
Kit, property of the Giants. 
td by Ken Keltner, former 
“anmate on the Indians, Feller’s 
“0 made 14 hits. 


Payseur Gets Job 
uicAGo, April 27 (ANS) — 
4, vseur, a member of North- 

University’s athletic staff 
6 was appointed athletic 


one of which called+ 








Riding With Patton, 
No Time To Write 


MILWAUKEE, Wisc., April 27 
(ANS) — Marquette grid coach 
Tom Stidham’s worries over not 
hearing from his end coach on 
leave (Maj. Pete Smith) were 
dispelled by a recent letter from 
Smith—the first in several weeks. 

“The reason I haven't written 
is I am now traveling with Pat- 
ton and when you are with Pat- 
ton your time is not your own. 
This guy never sigeps,” Smith 
said. 


Byron Nelson's 263 
Tops--Bobby Jones 


NEW YORK, April 27 (ANS) 
—Byron Nelson has reaped a rich 
harvest of praise as well as cash 
on his golf feats but Bobby 
Jones, the former emperor of golf, 
paid Lord Byron his best tribute. 
After watching Nelson shoot an 
all-time record 263 to win the 
Atlanta Open, Jones said, “When 
I was at my best I never shot the 
golf Nelson did in this tourna- 
ment.” 

The accent will be on speed 
in the Southern Association this 
year. One -hundred-dollar war 
bonds will be awarded at the 
close of the season to the two 
umpires with the best records for 
fast games. They will be judged 
On average time over a 145-game 
schedule .. . Postwar employment 
for 100,000 veterans is proposed 
by Ducks Unlimited Club under 
a plan which the veterans would 
be trained as game managers, 
foresters and outdoor workers. 

“I made the best pitch of my 
career in the Pacific Ocean,” re- 
ports Ist Lt. Donald Trautner, 
former St. Louis Cardinal owned 
hurler. “It was a 500-pound bomb 
for a perfect strike on a Jap car- 
rier” .. . Philadelphia sports 
writers are spelling Butch Nei- 
man’s name N-e-m-e-s-i-s after 
his recent ninth-inning homer 
spree ... Students at Swoyers- 
ville High in Wilkes-Barre, Pa., 
won their fight to keep football 
coach Louis Palermo but school 
authorities landed the telling 
punch. They ruled the students 
must attend schools an extra five 
and one-half days at the close 
of the season to make up time 
lost in the protest strike. 








Bribes A Misdemeanor 
Under New Jersey Law 


TRENTON, N. J., April 27 (ANS) 
—Gov. Walter 8S. Edge signed a bill 
making it a misdemeanor to at- 
tempt to bribe professional or ama- 
teur athletes. The new law also 
forbids eontestants to accept such 
bribes. 

The bill was sponsored jointly by 
Assemblyman J. Stanley Herbert of 
Monmouth County and Alfred P. 
Harris of Essex County, both Re- 


The shy, 16-year-old Gretna, La., 
boy who showed up in the New York 
Giants training camp ‘way back in 
1926 has grown up. Mel Ott, starting 
his 20th season as a Giant and his 
fourth season as manager, is a big 
man in baseball. 

Once frightened to death of a 
microphone, Melvin now steps up 
with all the aplomb of a political 
spelibinder and holds forth fluently 
and is a picture of calm assurance 
at his occasiona] press conferences. 

But more important, he still can 
rum, » pole the ball out 

@ of the park al- 
though he is a 
doddering vet- 
eran of 36. The 
other day Ott hit 
two home runs 
in a game for the 
49th time and 

%, practically every 

m= time he goes to 
iS bat he manages 

i to set a new rec- 

«Si ord for some- 
PSE thing or other. 

e amiable 
MEL OTT Giant manager 
holds the National League record 
for a number of things—from most 
times hit by a pitcher in a game 


runs for a career (492). To go into 
all of his achievements would put 
too much of a strain on space but 
mention of a few outstanding ones 
might be appropriate in view of the 
fact that Melvin has his Giants up 
on top of the league. 


Long-Time Giant 


Rounding out his 19th major 
league season last fall, Ott tied 
Gabby Hartnett for the longest 
term of office with one club. Hart- 
nett caught for the Cubs for 19 
seasons. Checking back, Ott found 
that he had been at bat 8,933 times 
in 2,560 games, had scored 1,784 
runs on 2,732 hits for a lifetime 
batting average of 306. His 1,784 
runs constitute a National League 
record, as do his 1,777 runs batted 
in, 1,629 bases on balls and 1,025 
extra base hits. 

Since he first caught the eye of 
John McGraw, the left-handed 
slugger with the funny little kick- 
step at the plate has amassed rec- 
ords of every description. 

Almost any day the baseball 
writers can get out the little red 
book and find that Homer Tittle 
has just set a record for hitting 
foul balls in the last half of the 
seventh inning of a Tuesday game 
in the first week of July, but most 
of Ott’s records are important ones 
and some of them seem destined to 
stand forever. - 

In his first season as manager of 
thé Giants, Ott brought the 1942 
club home in third place after their 
fifth place finish under Bill Terry 
the year before. 


8-Year Lapse 


In 1943 the Giants slid down to 
the cellar, but managed to climb 
back to fifth place last season. Now, 
if Bill Voiselle can have the same 
sort of season as last year and can 
get some help at the bat and in the 
field, maybe Gretna’s favorite son 
can do something about bringing 
Harlem its first pennant since 1937. 

Regardless of where the club fin- 
ishes, Ott already has turned in at 
least one major accomplishment for 
the team. Under Ott the Giants 
have regained the good will of the 
fans that had been allowed to wither 
away to almost nothing. 

With Joe Medwick decked out in 
a brand new corset designed to con- 
trol his’ temperamental sacroiliac 
and Ott seemingly as powerful as 
ever at the plate, maybe the Giants 
will have a strong voice in just who 








“at ot the Wildcats yesterday. 


publicans. 


i who in the World Series next 


(3) to the greatest number of home |' 


Big Inning Helps 














Ample Sports Gear 
Ready For VE-Day 


WASHINGTON, April 27 (AP) 
—More than seven and one-half 
million dollars worth of athletic 
equipment already is available for 
practically every form of athletics 
for overseas troops after the war 
in Europe ends including: 

Enough baseball uniforms for 
15,000 men with additional balls, 
bats, gloves and the like for 
500,000 more players; equipment 
for 600,000 softball players, com- 
plete gear for 700 football squads 
of 25 men each, with 72,000 foot- 
balls, and basketball uniforms 
for 5,000 teams of ten men each. 





Baseball Standings 





AMERICAN LEAGUE 
Pet. 

1,000 
714 
714 
667 
571 
286 
167 
000 


Chicago 
New York 
Philadelphia 
Detroit 
Washington 
St. Louis 


Cleveland 
Boston 


Cn Ve prnans 
PNM NS mw 


Thursday's Scores 

Philadelphia 7, New York 5. 

Washington 4, Boston 1. 

St. Louis 4, Cleveland 3 (2nd game 
postponed). 

Chicago at Detroit, postponed. 


NATIONAL LEAGUE 


2 
os 


New York 
Chicago 

St. Louis 
Boston 
Cincinnati 
Brooklyn 
Pittsburgh 
Philadelphia 


= 


ak Ownn= 


Thursday's Scores 
New York 2, Philadelphia 0. 
Brooklyn at Boston, postponed. 
Chicago at Cincinnati, postponed. 
(Others not scheduled.) 


. 
Minor Leagues 
PACIFIC COAST LEAGUE 
w. L 
Portland 
Seattle 


Sacramento 
San Francisco 
Los Angeles 
Hollywood 


Wednesday’s Scores 
Hollywood 3, Seattle 0. 

Los Angeles 3-1, Sacramento 2-4. 
San Diego 7, San Francisco 3. 
Portland 7, Oakland 1. 


INTERNATIONAL LEAGUE 
Jersey City 7, Montreal 1. 
Newark 8, Buffalo 7. 

Other games postponed — rain.. 


AMERICAN ASSOCIATION 
All games postponed — rain. 


Tide Star Killed 


TUSCALOOSA, Ala., April 27 
(ANS)—Lt. Bart Avery, star quar- 
terback of Alabama football teams 
in 1940-41-42 was killed in action in 
Germany. Avery, a resident of 
Gloversville, N. Y., also played bas- 
'ketball for the Crimson Tide. 








(Courtesy of King Features, 


distributed through CNS) 
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A’s Defeat Yanks 


PHILADELPHIA, April 27 (ANS)—The Athletics shoved one 
of those big innings right back at the New York Yankees yester- 
day, a seven-run blast in the fourth that was enough to win, 7-5, 
behind capable relief pitching by Joe Berry. In other American 
League games the St. Louis Browns snapped their losing streak 
by beating Cleveland, 4-3, but the Boston Red Sox accepted a 
—_———*¢seventh straight beating, losing 


to Washington, 4-1, as Sen. Al- 
bert B. (Happy) Chandler, the 
newly appointed baseball com- 
missioner, looked on. 

The New York Giants blanked the 
Phillies, 2-0, in the only National 
League game to hold their leagre 
lead. All other scheduled games in 
both leagues were postponed by 
rain and cold weather which has 
marred the card all week. 

A’s TRAIL, 5-0 

The Yankees piled up a 5-0 lead 
off Jess Flores and Luther Knerr 
before the A’s struck in the fourth. 
Hal Peck beat out a hit, Bobby 
Estalella walked, and after Frank 
Hayes flied out Dick Siebert singled. 
Irv Hall got a hit through Joe 
Buzas and Edgar Busch doubled to 
clear the bases. Joe Burns was 
purposely passed and Larry Rosen-, 
thal, batting for Knerr, also walked. 
Allen Gettell relieved Walter Dubiel 
and walked Charley Metro, forcing 
in a run. Peck singled for his, sec- 
ond t of the Inning and tal- 
ella’s long fly scored the seventh 
run. Hayes ended the inning with 


.|a fly to Metheny. 


Nelson Potter won his own game 
for the Browns with a single to 
center in the ninth to score Len 
Schulte after the latter opened the 
inning with a single and was sacri- 
ficed to second. Potter held the 
Indians to seven hits. Vern Stephens 
batted in two runs for the Browns, 
one with a single in the second and 
another with a home run in the 
fourth. The Browns collected ten 
hits off Al Smith, two by Pete 
Gray, the one-armed outfielder who 
also handled a vnutout and assist 
in flawless fashion. 

Sen. Chandler arrived at Griffith 
Stadium a half hour before game 
jtime and visited »oth dugouts and 





‘autographed baseballs and score- 


leards for fans and players. The 
Senators beat the Red Sox behind 
the clutch pitching of knuckleballer 
Johnny Niggeling, who allowed ten 
hits but left nine men stranded. 
‘Clem Driesewerd was the loser and 
jwas followed by Yank Terry and 
Jim Wilson. 
TWO QUICK RUNS 

George Myatt’s double, Joe Kuhel’s 
single, an infield out and a single 
by Gil Torres accounted for two 
runs in the first inning and enough 
for Niggeling, who usually works 
without the benefit of a run behind 
him, to win. Niggeling’s double and 
George Case’s single and hits by 





.|Torres and Jake Powell accounted 


for the other Washington runs. 


5| Harry Feldman scattered five hits 


|in blanking the Phillies for his sec- 
ond triumph of the season. Charley 
|\Schanz, a Giant nemesis last sea- 
|son, pitched creditable ball for the 
Phils but gave up two big extra 
base blows, a double to Mel Ott 
after Feldman singled in the third 
and a home run to Ernie Lombardi, 
his third, in the seventh. 


Maine’s Governor Vetoes 
Bill To Legalize Racing 


AUGUSTA, Me., April 27 (ANS) 
—A bill to legalize horse racing in 
Maine was vetoed by Gov. Horace 
Hildreth with a curt note to the 
legislature saying, “The state which 
too largely depends on income of 
this type builds shifting sands and 
plants the seed of future financial 
disaster.” 

The House, where the bill orig- 
inated, immediately sustained the 
veto, 110 to 20. Maine statutes per- 
mit trotting racing but the state has 
only one track, at Orchard Beach. 


FIGHT RESULTS 


BANGOR, Me. — Norman See, 131, 
Quebec, knocked out Al Wooster, 137, 
Frankfort, Me., (5). 

HARTFORD, Conn.—Saint Paul, 164, 
Springfield. Mass., outpointed Johnny 
Brown, 156, New York, (10). 

JERSEY CITY. N. J.—Freddie Daw- 
son, 141, Chicago, knocked out Sammy 
Daniels, 137, Baltimore. (6). 

NEW BEDFORD. Mass. George 
Larover, 121, Philadelphia, outpointed 
Joe Genovese. 136, Toronto, (10). 

NEW YORK — Artie Levine, 157, 
Brooklyn, ovtpointed Joe Bennett, 151, 
New York (6). 

SAN FRANCISCO—Jackie Ryan, 154, 
San Francisco. outpointed Chino Rod- 
riguez. 150. Los Angeles, (10). 

WHITE PLAINS, N Y.—Vince La- 
Salva, 146, Mount Vernon, N. Y., out- 
pointed Joe Manfro, 142, New York, (8). 
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Army’s Discharge Plan 


Discussed 


At Hearing 





WASHINGTON, April 27 (ANS)—Brig. Gen. Robert W. Berry, 


Deputy Assistant Chief of Staff in charge of personnel matters 


for the War Department, told the House Ways and Means Com- 


mittee yesterday that the Department’s principal objective after 


VE-Day “will be to get our troops readjusted so as to keep the 
war against Japan going, and to bring back and discharge those 
who have had long, arduous service overseas. The chief problem 


in this respect,” he added, “will¢—————_ 


be that of shipping.” 

Rep. J. Parnell Thomas (R., 
N. J.), commented that “the Ameri- 
can people will be much put out 
when they hear that you are bring- 
ing in 75,000 Germans per month, 
when there isn’t space enough to 
bring back American soldiers on 
rotation.” 

The Army is expected to put its 
“priority point system” into effect 
after VE-Day, it was said here. 
Under the system, credit is calcu- 
lated for length of service overseas, 


(since Sept. 16, 1940), for decora- 
tions won, and for dependent chil- 
dren. The system is subject to many 
over-all reservations, however. 

Unofficial estimates were quoted 
as es the number of men who 
will be “surplus” to the Army after 
VE-Day at somewhere between one 
and two millions. 


TRADE ACT DEBATE 


WASHINGTON, April 27—Debate 
on legislation te extend the Recipro- 
cal Trade Agreements Act continued 
before the House Ways and Means 
Committee yesterday, the United 
Press reported, with Democrats dis- 
playing impatience over what they 
called “stalling” by the Republicans. 

The measure, of the late 
President Roosevelt's foreign policy, 
has always been in previous 
years when the act has come up 
for renewal. 

Rep. Richard M. Simpson (R., 
Pa.), asked the Secretary of Agri- 
culture, Claude R. Wickard, to in- 
sert into the committee’s records 
a statement of all concessions in 
import duties which the U. S. had 
from time to time offered to Great 
Britain but which had not been 
finally incorporated into the re- 
ciprocal trade agreement with that 
nation. 

“Never in history,” protested Rep. 
A. Willis Robertson (D., Va.), “has 
a committee of the Congress re- 
quired ‘he State Department to 
open its secret files of treaty nego- 
tiations.” Neither Republicans nor 
Democrats, however, felt certain 
that the information is in fact in 
the “secret” category, Army News 
Service reported. 

“The way the hearing is going,” 
declared Rep. Robert L. Doughton 
(D., N. C.), chairman of the com- 
mittee and author of the bill, “the 
bill will never come out.” 





APPROVAL EXPECTED 

WASHINGTON, April 27 (ANS) 
—The Senate amendment requiring 
the Army and Navy to give 18-year- 
old draftees at least six months of 
training before sending them into 
combat is expected to receive House 
approval, United Press said today. 

The amendment is a rider to leg- 
islation extending the Selective 
Service Act. 


Guatemala Fires Spread 
Over Honduras Border 


GUATEMALA, April 27 (AP)— 
Huge fires were still raging out of 
control today, two-thirds across 
northern Guatemala and deep into 
British Honduras. One-fourth of 
the jungles and countryside were 
bone dry, with no rain in sight. 

The government sent 400 soldiers 
by plane to the Flores region, and 
all inhabitants of the fire region 

















Woman Beef Thief 
Holds Up A Butcher 


BELLEVILLE, Ill, April 27 
(AP)—Armed with a gun, an un- 
identified woman got what she 
wanted from a butcher's shop 
here yesterday. 

Police said that a woman about 
50 years old came in the 


had spotted through the ° 
Told it had already been sold, 
she whipped out a revolver and 
asked the attendant to get it for 
her. He did. 

Witnesses reported that five 
men were waiting outside in a 
car, which drove off as soon as 
the woman got in. 


5th Army's Five-Day 
Drive Nets 60 Miles 


(Continued from page 1) 


fought to aid U. 8. troops in other 
cities. But the infantry and armor 
faced plenty of fighting. 

The first battalion of one of the 
most’ experienced and famous in- 
fantry regiments in the Mediter- 
ranean broke into Parma at 1925 
hours last night, after driving back 
German troops who had attempted 
a stand just outside the city. 

The seizure of Parma was made 
ney not only by U. S. infantry, 

ut by the city’s 500 Partisans and 
other organiged Patriots who came 
out of hiding clad in British and 
American uniforms dropped by 
plane. 

“We had the town surrounded 
last night,” reported Sgt. August 
Froncek of Apollo, Pa., who came 
in with another infantry battalion 
at 5 AM. “The Germans had been 
driven back into a few blocks. They 
fought all night, but early this 
morning, after we got a tank in 
town, one of their officers surren- 
dered the whole bunch.” 

Small arms rattled sporadically 
in downtown Parma this afternoon 
as the Patriots routed out indi- 
vidual Fascists. Otherwise, the city 
was virtually back to normal. 

Major H. Carl Kait of Atlantic 
Highlands, N. J., Division AMG 
officer, took over at 7 AM and re- 
ported that public utilities were 
untouched. Telephone service was 
resumed before 8 AM. The only 
important building destroyed was 
the governor’s palace. Ten thou- 
sand refugees swelled the 120,000 
population, but food was _ 
in the city as well as where 
in Parma Province. 

Virtually the same conditions ex- 
isted in Reggio, a city of 92,000 lib- 
erated earlier in the race up High- 
way 9. Aside from 30,000 refugees 
and the destruction of 200 houses, 
there was little damage. 


Good Aim 


LONDON, April 27—Hitler’s cha- 
let at Berchtesgaden was blown 
apart by three direct hits, recon- 
naissance revealed, according to an 
announcement by the Air Ministry 
today. Photos show that the three 
six-ton bombs dropped by 
Lancasters destroyed part of the 
main building and severely dam- 











were called for fire fighting. 


aged both wings. 


shop . 
and asked for a joint of beef she 
window 


East, West Fronts 
Link Up At Torgau; 
Ground Forces Meet 


(Continued from page 1) 


were heard speaking to their troops 
and the world. 


24 salvos from 324 guns, to 
brate one of the great climaxes 
the immense war. . 

Tne linkup between the Russian 
Central Command and the Ameri- 
can Ist Army comes 106 days after 


lin, and 51 days after 

Allied troops crossed the 
On Jan. 14 the two 

armies were about 700 


‘The 700-mile ga 


y 
and the 
about three miles a day. 

The Red Army group which 
started the movement toward Ber- 
lin from the east was the 2nd 
White Russian Army under Mar- 
shal George Zhukov, the man 
saved Moscow 


Marshal Konstantin Rokossovsky, 
this army group made an advance 
of nearly 400 miles from the heart 
of Russia to the center of Poland 
last summer, haiting in the War- 
saw neighborhood. This advance; 
took the Russians ten weeks. The 
second advance to the heart of Ger- 
many has taken them the same 
distance in just under 15 weeks. 
General Courtney Hodge's ist 
American Army troops were the 
first Allied troops across the Rhine. 
I€ was they who seized 
Bridge on March 8 under the noses 
of the Germans who were prepar- 
ing to blow it up. General George 
S. Patton’s 3rd U. S. Army crossed 
the great river at Mainz on March 
23. The following day Field Mar- 
shal Montgomery's tremendous as-' 
sault across the north Rhine near 
Wesel was announced. 


3rd Army Crosses 
Danube Into Austria 


(Continued from page 1) 
was near the border junction and 
the other, made at 8 AM today, was 
four miles farther south, north of 
Passau. 

A BBC correspondent repo: to- 
night that 3rd Army forces’ were 
more than a mile inside Austria. 

Meanwhile, the 3rd Army’s west- 
ern wing captured the ancient fort- 
ress city of Ingolstadt, on the 
Danube, and moved to less than 45 
miles of Munich, which also was 
threatened by the U. S. 7th and 
French ist Armies farther west. 

The 7th Army broke the three- 
day stalemate around its Dillingen 
bridgeheads across the Danube, and 
captured Donauworth, a 
northeast of Dillingen, and Wert- 
ingen, eight miles east of Ausgburg. 
The 7th is now less than 40 miles 
from Munich. 

Reuter’s reported the 7th is all 
set for a big sweep southeastward, 
from its Danube bridgeheads along 
excellent motor roads leading into 
the Austro-German pocket. 

On the Tth Army’s west flank, the 

Ist Army advanced some 25 
miles eastward along the Swiss 
frontier from north of Basle, while 
elements of the French 
battled remnants of the German 
19th Army trapped in the Black 





RAF Forest. The French were only 31 


miles southwest of Munich at 
, which is 20 miles south 


Under its former commander blas 








of Augsburg. 








High Nazi General 
Admits Jig Is Up 


WITH THE ITH ARMY 
GROUP, April 27 — The highest 
ranking German officer netted 
thus far in the Allied drive be- 
lieves the Nazis are through | 


man soldiers in the north of Italy 
is hopeless. Under the circum- 
stances, I cannot issue further or- 
ders. In full knowledge of the sit- 
uation, I have taken the only way 
open to a soldier who has been 
honorably but decisively beaten.” 


it's Same Old Story; 





Krauts Holding Hills} <<: 


(Continued from page 1) 


across the Adige River by the Ger- 
mans last night which did the dam- 
age to the 12th century Verona Ca- 

according to church offi 


cials. 

They estimated destruction re- 
sulting from blasted colored window 
glass, and cracks in the altar and 
roof tetal 100,000 lire. Another fa- 
mous church, Sant’ Anatasia, was 
wn damaged by the — 


But the amphitheater, erected in 
about 290 A.D. for gladiatorial and 
wild beast fights, survived another 
war. Only one small bomb hit the 
25,008 capacity stone grandstand. 

‘The “task force” which started 
out for Verona consisted of one 
platoon, commanded first by the 
Z Company commander, who was 
subsequently wounded, and then by 
it. John Ebel of Long Island, N. Y. 
They were aboard four tank de- 
stroyers from B Company, corm- 
manded by Lt. John McClelland of 
Dallas, Texas. Later, two recon cars 
from the same attached tank de- 
stroyer battalion were able to get 
ee Se oe ae ee a Ve 

‘orce. 

Twenty miles from Verona, one 
TD developed motor trouble and 
dropped out. Scattered resistance 
was being encountered, especially 
from 20-mm. fire, ie 

Fifteen miles from Verona, a Ger- 
man tank stuck its muzzle around 
a corner and got one of the recon 
cars. That was its last move. Mc- 
Cleliand’s tank destroyer closed in 
and blasted it. 

Now the force was Joined by the 
remainder of E Company, riding 
light tanks. Reaching the outskirts 
of Verona they overran five truck- 
loads of Boche, all of whom sur- 
rendered without a fight. But the 
German road block chose to resist, 
and their bodies were still lying on 
the highway this afternoon. 

They were hit at almost point- 
blank range by the 75-mm. gun of 
a tank destroyer manned by Pvt. 
Elias Schofield of Cohoes, N. Y.; 
Pfc. Robert C. Brown of Miami, 
Fla.; Sgt. Frank Cravetts of Archi- 
bald, Pa.; Pfc. William T. Neece of 
Fayetteville, Tenn., and Cpl. Abel 
Archer of Paris, Ill. 

As for the men of another divi- 
sional unit who entered Verona this 
morning, they have been climbing 
mountains most of their life, = 
they greeted with no pleasure 
sight of the Alpine approaches be- 
yond the city. 

“Damn it, the Po isn’t flat any 
more,” noted Cpl. John Steffen of 
Rochester, N. Y., and he was sec- 
onded—between swipes at a cognac 
are Pvt. Ivan Bush of James- 


Ex-Mayor Of Berlin 


WITH THE U. S. 1ST ARMY IN 
GERMANY, ril 27 — A former 
mayor of Ber was captured by 
the U. S. Ist Army Tuesday as he 
fled southward through the gap 
between U. S. and Russian lines 
south of Berlin. 
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Tevestia’s correspon 
I was here before, but if 
center, there should be some bul 
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WHITE FLAGS 
Pravda correspond 

in Berlin “for 14 days tant 

been no newspapers. 

German civilians” sony ts 

shops looking . 


Among the districts and ys 
Stallations taken yeoman 


in the southwest part of 
Siemenstadt, electrical 
ter in the northwest; the im 
radio ting station in 
west, and Gorlitzer railroad 
in the southeast. 

The Nazis have filled some 
buildings with Russian, Polish 
French hostages, and Russian 
are by- g these points. 
as priests, grocers 
school teachers are seeking 
into the Russian lines, carrying 
nal flares and radio nsmit 
but they get short shrift. 

BEWILDERED NAZIS 

More German units are su 
dering in platoon and co 
strength. As they move back to 
rear, streams of tanks and infy 
move toward the battle 
bewildered German, watching 
‘endless traffic, said, “There 
room for all of them in Berlin’ 

Arrogant Nazi inscriptions 
walls that have withstood the 
viet battering have been oo 
with new writings. In place of 
will not be repeated,” a & 
soldier wrote: “I am in B 
Sidor.” 

Marshal Rodion Malin 
forces pushed deeper into Mon 
after liberating its capital, 
second largest city in Czech 
vakia. Mayshal Feodor Tolbukh 
troops were reported closer t 
junction with the U. S. 3d 
in Austria. 
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train, and a tank column 
a route of escape across 
The prisoner count, last 
more than 60,000, con 
a in the day's catch 
division com c 
Genau Boehlke, commander d 
German 334th Infantry Divs 
Troops of the 8th Army 
the Bianco Canal in several 
capturing many bridges 
the British lined up on the 
bank of the Adige for 4° 
trated wlow at the so-called 
netian Line. They met some# 
try and tank opposition. 
Blown roads and bridges ta 
the advance to Genoa, but 
units reached | the = e 
Zoagli rday. pushed 
= 15 miles today, # 
what the communique 
erate resistance. 





PATRIOTS CLAM GAP 
ROME, Apri! 27—The Free’ 
radio in a broadcast, tied 
by Reuter’s, said that AM 
were at the gates of tort 
city of Brescia, an im mails 
and road junction ® ™ 
of Milan and 32 miles n¢ 
Mantua. 

If this were true, this would 
5th Army units less than 
from the Swiss border. 
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